94	MODEEN TURKEY
it must be recognized that both the Greeks and the Ar-
menians are very active in commerce, and more particu-
larly in industry. But the development of the commerce
in paper, hardware, colonial products, glassware, ho-
siery, textiles and other manufactured products, is due
largely to the Jews. Following the example of the Jews
of Constantinople and Salonika, the Jews of Aleppo and
Baghdad played a great part in the development of com-
merce in Syria and Mesopotamia. By establishing busi-
ness houses in Egypt, Manchester, Bombay, and New
York, they increased the trade of Persia through Bagh-
dad. The influence of the Jewish business houses of
Messa Fils, established in Aden, which developed the
commerce between Sanaa (Yemen) and the ports of the
Red Sea in Egypt, are worth mentioning.
Thus, the Jews of Turkey contributed to the founda-
tion and management of credit establishments, and
through constant and progressive efforts increased do-
mestic as well as foreign business with leading European
and American firms. Dealers in raw materials came to
appreciate the value of their products. By combining
the associations of foreign capital and through the con-
cessions from the Government, public works were
started which brought cities, so to speak, nearer to each
other and enhanced the value of the land, increasing
thereby the natural wealth of the country. Further-
more, the work done in the educational and cultural field
through their schools is not to be forgotten.
The Jewish aspirations in Turkey center about the
restoration of Palestine. Before the arrival of the Otto-
mans the Jews in Turkey remained by themselves, striv-
ing only after security and repose, earning their bread by
hard and conscientious labor, and cultivating at the same
time their religious literature. This is why both the old
and the new settlers preferred the large centers for their
abodes. But with the arrival of the persecuted Jews

